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Governor Bowen’s border war

where the settlers are still exposed to danger from the
native tribes, which are far more numerous and more
formidable in Queensland than in any other portion of
Australia.
Bowen was alarmed at the extent of conflict between
the indigenous people and new settlers ...it seems
highly desirable that this border warfare, when
absolutely unavoidable, should be carried on under
some control on the part of the Government. The
establishment of the Native Police has contributed
much towards this end; and I am inclined to believe that
the enrolment of the principal settlers and their
servants in corps of yeomanry, or rather of Mounted
Rifles, would contribute still more. He continued: In
accordance with these views it is my intention to
recommend the leading settlers in the remote pastoral
districts of Queensland to form themselves into troops
of Mounted Rifles.

The first Governor of the new colony of Queensland
was His Excellency Sir George F Bowen. He was
appointed Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief of
the Colony of Queensland and its Dependencies, and
Vice-Admiral of the same. Bowen was initially given
two options in providing for the defence of the colony.
One was to pay for the stationing of a detachment of
an Imperial Regiment in the capital Brisbane, or to
create a permanent local military force headed by
Imperial Officers. As Johnson notes in ’Volunteers at
Heart’, the governor's Executive Council advisers were
firmly in favour of the first proposal, and firmly opposed
to the second. Application was made for a small
detachment from an Imperial Regiment in Sydney, and
Bowen then set about to raise a purely voluntary
defence force to protect the seat of Government from
any attack which is likely to be brought against them.
The role Governor Bowen personally saw for the
Volunteers was initially more than a counter-force to
foreign aggression. Aware no doubt of the mobilisation
of volunteers to assist the British Army against the
Maori in New Zealand in the 1840s, and the very recent
action there, he sent a dispatch to the Secretary of
State for the Colonies in April 1860: My desire is not to
rest content with enrolling a Volunteer force able to
repel any external aggression on the seaboard. I wish
to extend the movement to those inland districts,

Persuaded by his advisers however, that the best way
to deal with the 'border warfare' was to use an
improved Native Mounted Police force, rather than
white troops, Bowen never attempted to use the
Volunteer movement against the indigenous
population. In fact, there is little to indicate that any
but Bowen and perhaps a few of the inaugural
Queensland ministry knew about his proposed use of
the force. How popular the raising of such a force might
have been is a matter of contention. As it transpired
the Volunteers in Queensland were required only to be
ready to defend their shores against foreign
aggression.

Bundaberg Drill Shed

Plans for many of the buildings and structures erected
by the Queensland Defence Force, like this one built in
Bundaberg in 1888, are accessible at the Brisbane
office of the National Australian Archives or via their
website at www.naa.gov.au

The cover image
The cover image is cropped from the photograph
below, showing the Brisbane Engineers at the former
Supreme Court building in Brisbane. The image was
recently discovered by Hilary Davis in the collection of
Queensland State Archives.

This is the first known image of the Brisbane Engineers
at Company strength. The men are wearing the ninebutton full-dress uniform of the Royal Engineers. The
cloth was ordered in November 1885 from the Royal
Army Clothing Depot in Pimlico, and made up locally
around March-April 1886.
The only Officer in the photograph who is readily
identifiable is the Commanding Officer, Major George
Newman. In our cover image, the Major is third from
the left in the third row from the front. Newman was
absent on leave from January to July 1886, which must
date this photograph after that. The officer to
Newman’s right wears the sleeve rank insignia of a
Captain, and can only be Captain Joseph Bird Stanley.
Bird took extended leave from September 1887,
however no one was appointed to his position for
another year. This allows the photograph to be dated
between July 1886 and September 1887.
It is probable that over time more of the Brisbane
Engineers will be identified, and it may be possible to
further refine the date of the photograph.

An obligation of honor
The Brigade Order below reflects the general malaise
that had afflicted the Queensland Volunteer Rifle
Brigade by 1865, and particularly the Infantry
companies. The Queensland Government was not
inclined to spend much attention or funds on the
Volunteer movement, and it resulted in its members
having little inclination to attend to their duties. The
Brisbane company mentioned below was disbanded by
the Government in August 1865 for non-attendance to
drill. It was another two years before the city could
field a new infantry company.

BRIGADE ORDER.
Volunteer Brigade Office, Brisbane, February 8, 1865.
ON issuing the Order for the Usual Monthly Parade for
the present month, of that portion of the Queensland
Volunteer Rifle Brigade furnished by the City of
Brisbane, the Lieutenant-Colonel commanding avails
himself of the occasion to impress on the attention of
the members of that force the absolute necessity, if the
Force is to be effective in time of need, of giving their
attendance, when not unavoidably prevented, on
those few occasions when opportunity is afforded
them of learning to act together in larger bodies than it
is possible to assemble in the Drill-room on ordinary
nights of instruction.
All the rudimentary portions of his drill may be easily
learnt, by any Volunteer who will give his attention to
the subject on those nights set aside for this purpose in
the Armoury; but that he may become moderately
efficient either as an Artilleryman or Rifleman in the
field, his attendance on the ten or twelve days in the
year devolved to more advanced instruction cannot be
dispensed with.
The colony liberally provides each Volunteer, in
addition to his arms and accoutrements, with a
uniform which costs the Public nearly £5; and it seems
to the Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding that the
acceptance of this uniform involves an obligation of
honor on the part, of the Volunteer who uses it to make
himself as efficient as the means of instruction placed
at his disposal will enable him to become.
The Lieutenant-Colonel has been induced to utter
these remarks in consequence of the very small
attendance of the Brisbane Company of Rifles on the
last Monthly Parade Day, and also from believing, as
the Lieutenant-Colonel does, that a manly
consideration of the obligations he has contracted to
the colony is more likely to weigh with a true Volunteer
than any enforcement of fines for non-attendance.
The Lieutenant Colonel, however, is led to suppose that
some inconvenience may have been occasioned to
individual members of the Force and to this
circumstance, perhaps, many cases of non-attendance
are to be attributed by the want hitherto of a fixed day
for Monthly Parades, so that members can make
previous arrangements to attend; and the Lieutenant
Colonel therefore desires it may be understood that,
for the future, the FIRST SATURDAY in each Month will
be the day appointed for this purpose.
By order,
EDWARD R, DRURY, Captain Q.V.R.,
Acting Major of Brigade.
Brisbane Courier, 9 February 1865.

1879 Gracemere Encampment
Morning Bulletin, 12 April 1879
THE VOLUNTEER ENCAMPMENT.
AT five o'clock on Thursday evening, there was an
unusually large muster of both Companies of
Volunteers ready to march to Gracemere, to the
appointed encampment. Although the rain fell in
torrents, there seemed to be a general desire to march
in spite of everything.

ordered them to be struck, in order that the sun might
dry the ground as much as possible.
Guards were then told off, sentries posted, and the
routine of camp life at once commenced. Breakfast was
served as soon as possible, and the arrangements for
cooking, although rough, seemed suitable for the
purpose.

At the Gracemere encampment: Standing (from left):- Dr Archibald Robertson, second unknown, Colonel Albrecht Feez,
possibly Lieutenant William Clements, Captain Oliver G Langley, Sergeant Gustave Rammaciotti, Sergeant August Thozet, Dr
Guido Thon (in white uniform) and -Buckle. Sitting – W Koch, - Schubert, -, Sabair. While most Volunteers were Europeans,
as their names suggest, not all were born in Britain. Image: Capricornian, 17 December 1921

The officers and men were in perfect readiness when
Captain Feez, Captain Commanding, received a
communication from Dr Salmond protesting against
the men marching in such weather. In this view SeniorSurgeon Robertson also concurred, and suggested that
the men should camp that night in the Volunteer Shed
and start at seven next morning. After consultation this
determination was adopted, and the same regulations
were enforced as if they had been at Gracemere. The
men took kindly to the novel circumstances, and
enjoyed themselves thoroughly till a late hour of the
night. Early yesterday morning, preparations were
made, and at a quarter to eight the march began,
enlivened by the strains of "The girl I left behind me."
K Company, in particular, were in full force, but the
unfavourable weather of the preceding night was
doubtless the cause of a number of absentees in L
Company. The road, as may be supposed, was in a
wretched state, but after the usual experiences the
force arrived at the Show Yards at half-past ten o'clock.
Through the unceasing exertions of Quarter-master
Brown and his men, the tents were pitched the
previous night; but on arrival the commanding officer

About twelve o'clock, the men not on duty were
generally engaged in making things comfortable for the
coming night. Blankets, over-coats, bags, oil-cloths,
rugs, &c., were turned out and arranged, the result
appearing to make what some would regard as a very
comfortable shake-down. The weatherboards
and battens belonging to the Graziers' Society, and
whose use had been granted by the Committee, were
placed together upon the ground, and the men laughed
at the idea of suffering any inconvenience from their
primitive style of bedding. It seemed to us, however,
that it would have been a vast improvement had there
been a few pieces of scantling underneath to raise the
boards from the ground. But if the weather continues
dry, no injurious consequences are likely to accrue
from this cause.
The officers' mess, sergeants' mess, and canteen are
characterised by all the roughness of improvised
arrangements, but the provisions and liquors are of the
best description, and despite the discomfort with
which the encampment was begun, there is now every
appearance of the men enjoying a holiday in the

intervals of their lengthened drills. Yesterday, being
Good Friday, no military exercise was attempted; but
to-day it will be continued for six hours, according to
the regulations, - in the morning, forenoon, and
afternoon.
There was not a large attendance of the public
yesterday, but if the weather continues dry there will
doubtless be a large number of visitors to-day and
Easter Monday. The men amused themselves
yesterday afternoon in various ways, single-sticks and
foils being in requisition, and cricket as a matter of
course. A young man named Spilsbury received a nasty
cut from a cricket ball under the eye, the cheek being
laid open over an inch in length. Dr Robertson and Thon
were in immediate attendance, and dressed
the wound.

Ipswich Annual Returns 1877-1881
Records for pre-Federation Volunteer or Militia troops
in Queensland are not available from many sources.
There is no single series of
surviving
personnel
records, annual returns or
muster rolls. The number
of Company muster rolls
located outside Archives
could be counted on one
hand. It is extremely rare
then to find in Archives a
collection of records that
lists the names and other
details for a single
Company over a period.
Usually such records, while
revealing, are as at a
particular moment.
The series of Annual
Returns of E Company,
Queensland
Volunteer
Force, dating from 1877
and into the early 1880s
when it became A
Company, 2nd Regiment of
Queensland
Infantry,
Private Robert Wilson c1874.
provide
a
unique
Wilson is mentioned in the
snapshot of the Ipswich
Annual Returns with the rank Company over a few
of corporal.
years. The returns only
survive because they were appended as supporting
documents in correspondence relating to Volunteer
Land Orders, and were not returned when the issue
was dealt with. They will enable insight into not only
the makeup of a Volunteer Company, but also to
colonial Ipswich society. In the first instance, the
names from the Annual Returns are recorded here.

Officers and NCOs
Captain John Skinner, Captain Edred Blunt, Lieutenant
Albert S Thorn, Lieutenant Richard Burrell, Lieutenant
George F Hutton, Lieutenant James M McDonald,
Lieutenant Frederick W Barrymore, Drill Instructor
Cook, Staff-Sergeant Thomas Barker, Colour-Sergeant
William G Beverley, Sergeant Peter Kelly, Sergeant
William Jamieson, Sergeant James Collett, Sergeant
Henry (Harry) Skinner, Corporal John (Joe) Jeffrey,
Corporal Charles Scrivens, Corporal William Wilson,
Corporal Robert Wilson, Bugler Arthur C Davis, Bugler
William Cooke, Bugler Alexander McIntosh.
Other Ranks
Alexander Anderson, Richard Barker, Christy Barrett, E
(William) Bemi, Ebenezer Beverley, Frederick Beverley,
Richard Beverley, George C Blunt, Henry Bock, John
Boyd, Thomas Brodie, James Buckingham, John E
Burrell, William R Burrell, Frederick Burgiss (Burgess),
John Callaghan, D Cameron, Francis Cardew, Henry
Challinor, John Coleman, Wallace Collett, William
Collett, Thomas Collings, Tobias Comerford, John
Conway, Thomas Conway, Michael Considine, James
Cooke, Alexander Corr, Edward Corr, Thomas Costello,
William Costello, James Coutt, Neil M Cramb, Thomas
Culla, James Cunningham, James Cuthbert, John
Cuthbert, Patrick Dale, Joe Darker, William W
Davidson, Edwin Down, Patrick Dwyer, Charles Elmes,
Thomas England, Robert Finley, James Flannigan,
Patrick Flannigan, J Foster, John Frazer, Henry Frazer,
Richard Graham, William Graham, Robert Grins(?),
Robert Gunn, George Gutheridge, Edwin Hadley, Josiah
Hancock, Thomas Hanly, John Hargraves, George
Harrap, John Harvey, Samuel Helms (Elms), Richard
Hinds, Christopher Hucke, John Humpheries, William
Iryrlihan, George Jackson, John Jackson, John E Jenkins,
Charles Jowett, James Kay, John Kent, Francis E Kilner,
Theodore Koch, Frederick Larter, Edward Lawlor,
Raimond J Leigh, John McMahon, John McVicars, John
Lambert, Gibson Little, Charles Low, Frederick Low,
James Lindsey, John Lindsey, George Major, James
Martin, John Matthews, Henry McHale, David
McIntosh, Daniel McLaren, Thomas Meredith, Patrick
Molloy, Thomas Moores, James Moran, Richard
Murphy, W Murray, Patrick F Nolan, Charles F Norris,
Arthur North, Alexander Patience, Herbert Payne,
Charles Penman, James (John) Poole, William
P(r)ysden, John Robertson, Carl Schwitzer, Daniel
Shine, Patrick Short, George Sides, Alfred Skinner, John
Slack, Francis Smith, William Smyth (Smith), ?
Sorenson, T Sparkes, George H Stephens, JH Stephens,
Alfred Stephenson, James Stokan, William Stokan(s),
James Swords, Joseph Swords, Alexander Taylor, Henry
A Taylor, William Taylor, Thomas Tumpuley
(Timperley), George Watson, Herman Westphall, R
Wilkinson, John Wilson, William Wilson, William H
Woods, Thomas Wooley, John Wright, Thomas Wright,

Henry Wyatt, Abraham Wynne, Alexander Wynne,
Edward Wynne, George Young.
Source: QSA

In August of that year the Courier revealed what may
have been the true importance of the visit: The civility
shown to the officers and mon of the Japanese training
ship Tsukuba on her recent visit to these colonies,

Guns and Roses
At the annual distribution of prizes held by the
Queensland Rifle Association on 22 August 1883, most
of the Volunteers who accepted their shooting prizes
wore roses on the helmets. This seems to have been
an unprecedented action and no explanation of it was
provided. What was the significance? In the absence of
hard evidence, we can never be sure what went
through the minds of the prize-winners. However, we
can postulate: The Battle of Minden took place on 1 August 1759,
during the Seven Years War. It became a tradition for
the British Regiments which had taken part in the
battle to wear white roses in their caps every
anniversary of the battle. As is often the case, the
battle was also remembered in the folksong ‘Lowlands
of Holland’. There are a few variants of this song. One
of them, popular in Sussex, has the verse: "My love
across the ocean Wears a scarlet coat so fair, With a
musket at his shoulder, And roses in his hair." Perhaps
the red-coated Brisbane soldiers who had been
successful at musketry competitions, found some
connection with that song?

Tsukuba Kan at Brisbane
The Japanese steam corvette Tsukuba Kan, a training
ship, arrived in Moreton Bay in early March 1878, and
its crew were given permission to land. Twenty-five
Japanese cadets, accompanied by two British Royal
Navy instructors, made landfall first. They stayed
overnight in the Queensland Club and the next day
were taken to the Darling Downs by train,
accompanied by the Under Colonial Secretary. The
following day, 150 sailors, comprising one watch on the
man-of-war, were brought into Brisbane, where they
found the Queen Street shops to be particularly
interesting. Few Japanese had ever been seen in
Brisbane and a local newspaper provided a description:
The men made a very smart appearance, being got up
in the conventional duck trousers-loose and tight in the
wrong
places-and
jumper,
both
of
snowy whiteness. Although, as a rule, short in stature,
they looked " nuggetty," and many of them had
acquired the proper Jack Tar roll. With them were a
number of cadets, looking rather stiff in their stick-up
collars and uniforms a la British middy.
Captain Matsumura of the Tsukuba granted permission
for excursionists on the Brisbane steamer Boko to
inspect the warship while it was at anchor. The
Tsukuuba sailed from Brisbane to Sydney, and then on
to Batavia by the end of April 1878.

Drawing of the Tsukuba Kan

appears to have been well appreciated both by them
and the Japanese Government. Our telegram states
that the British Minister in Japan has written to Sir
Hercules Robinson, conveying the thanks of the
Japanese Government for the hospitality shown the
Tsukuba people. In view of the probable extensive
commercial relations between these colonies and
Japan, it may turn out that the courtesy exhibited to the
gentlemanly officers and interesting crew of the first
Japanese vessel that ever visited those shores was
spontaneous and uncalculating, it may have very
valuable and important results.

Past, Present and Future
Queensland Defence Force.

of

the

This article was published in the Queensland Country
Life of 8 November 1900. The author is not known, but
he makes use of his experience as a Brisbane Volunteer
to tell his story. Not everything written here is factually
correct, some of it being recollections of a time nearly
40 years earlier…
The past is wrapped in a large measure of obscurity.
The first military organisation was formed in the early
sixties, and the arms and accoutrements of that day
would make the smart Defence Force man of the
present smile. Speaking of Brisbane only - to which the
writer's experience is limited - the armoury contained
a most heterogenous collection of firearms. The
weapons used for shooting at the butts were Snider
rifles, but for drill purposes the most common firelock
was the old "Tower" musket, sometimes called " Brown
Bess." These were the weapons of Wellington's days,
and were excellent at short range -especially when
used as a club! The Terry breechloader was also in
evidence, but was seldom used. Some of the men were
the fortunate possessors of sword bayonets, some had
the short triangular bayonet, and most had no bayonet
at all.

The clothing was also of a somewhat nondescript
character. Generally, the recruit got a second hand suit.
The writer did, and in those early days he never met a
man who had obtained a new suit. The Force was then
generally known as the " Volunteers," and was divided
into two branches - Queensland Volunteer Artillery and
Queensland Volunteer Rifles. One drill-shed had to do
duty for both branches. The George street corner of
the present Supreme Court enclosure was the site of
the drill-shed. When the site was required for other
purposes, the Volunteers had to do without a drill-shed
for many months, until the building overlooking Roma
Street Railway Station was completed. This building is
now used by the drafting department of the Railway.
About 16 years ago the present drill-shed in Boundary
street was built for the infantry, and the Adelaide
street shed for the artillery corps. In the old days the
officers were chiefly remarkable for absolute ignorance
of drill, and all other military knowledge. Some of them
were very talented drinkers, however. One officer,
putting the company through the "manual," first gave
the command "Shoulder arms," then coolly ordered
the men to " fix bayonets"! Another officer wanted to
take the men through a small gate, where there was
only room for one man to pass at a. time. As he had
forgotten how to bring the men from the formation of
fours into single rank, he got out of the difficulty by
saying, "Boys, I will dismiss you here, and you will fall
in again on the other side of the fence"! Of course,
mistakes were easily made in the old style of drill, and
it was quite a common thing for an officer when
exercising the company in the circumscribed area of
the old drill ground in George street to get the men
hopelessly boxed up, through forgetting whether he
had started to distinguish himself with " Right in front"
or "Left in front." The officers now have much greater
facilities for acquiring a thorough knowledge of drill,
chiefly through the periodical classes held at Victoria
Barracks. These classes are held for the benefit of
officers, non-commissioned officers, and men wishing
to qualify for promotion, and from a drill stand point
are one of the finest things the new regime has
produced.
Under the old system, Volunteers were sworn in for
five years, at the expiration of which time they were
entitled to a land order for 50 acres, of country land, or
10 acres suburban. I cannot tell where the line of
demarcation is drawn. Although the orders were
supposed to be non-transferable, 99 men out of 100
sold them. Prices varied; the writer got £8, and a
comrade sold to the same party, on the same day, for
£7. These were about average prices.
At this time the Commandant was a purely Volunteer
officer, and if he knew anything about military matters
he didn't show it. Indeed, we have a good many

Lieutenant-Colonels at the present day who, if they had
depended on examination for rank, would still be in
status quo. The first paid Commandant was the late
Lieutenant-Colonel Blaxland. A good many of the old
hands say he was also the best. He was as soldierly a
man as ever donned a uniform, and the soldier did not
in him smother the gentleman. Major French, R.A., was
next Commandant, and he initiated drastic reforms. He
was the first man who had the chance to say what he
wanted, because he was appointed for a term at a fixed
salary (£600 a year, I think, and allowances), so that he
could not be dismissed, as had formerly been the case.
Major French had the local rank of Colonel, and was the
father of the present system of Defence organisation.
As this is very imperfectly understood, even by many of
the Defence Force, I will briefly sketch it in the
vernacular. The leading idea is that every able-bodied
man is responsible for his share in the defence of his
country, and the whole of the adult male population of
the colony constitute the Defence Force. Those not
enrolled at present may be called on, if necessity arises,
but at present they form a reserve force, though they
know it not. The Defence Force consists of six or seven
divisions. The first division, now styled the Royal
Australian Artillery, is the Permanent Force, whose
headquarters are at Victoria Barracks. This force is
called also A Battery, but as a matter of fact they are
expected to be experts in infantry work as well as
artillery. The Permanent Force are paid soldiers, who
do nothing else. A garrison at Thursday Island is drawn
from A Battery, and also, I believe, a detachment at
Townsville.
Next comes the Defence Force proper. This force is
numerically the strongest, and consists of between
3,000 and 4,000 men (some of them are perhaps paper
men), whereas A Battery does not exceed 120 men.
The Defence Force proper consists of Artillery (Field
and Garrison), Engineers (Field and Submarine), Army
Medical Corps, and Infantry, mounted and unmounted.
The pay of the Defence Force is about 6s. per day for
privates, rising according to rank. But no man can draw
more than a certain number of days' pay for a year,
fixed by regulation. The pay approximately is, for
privates, about £6 per annum. The drill is nearly all
done at night and Saturday afternoons, so that no time
need be lost from a man's usual occupation.
The Volunteer branch is third, arid a good auxiliary, but
as they receive no pay whatever they are not supposed
to be so amenable to discipline. The Volunteers receive
a capitation allowance of £2 10s. per man, which goes
to the administration work of the corps, and not to the
man. Rifle clubs form the fourth branch and are not
only unpaid, but have to buy their own uniform;
uniform is not compulsory with them, however. It will
probably be found, should occasion arise for their

services to be needed for defence, that the rifle clubs
will, in proportion to their cost, be the best defensive
organisation the colony possesses. Costing the country
only about, £1 per man per annum, a large proportion
of the members are farmers and bushmen - just the
sort of men who could go campaigning without any
impedimenta but a blanket. A real campaign would be
a sore trial to some of the officers, who used to take
spring mattresses, chairs, lounges, and carpets to the
Lytton Encampment. I remember one commanding
officer who had his tent all floored with pine boards
and carpeted, and most of them used to take
advantage of the opportunity to have a picnic and be
as comfortable as possible. These very officers,
however, have proved themselves to be splendid men
in the field in South Africa. There are not enough
facilities given for the men to make themselves
conversant with the actual incidents of warfare.
Probably not one man in ten is aware that an object as
big as his helmet will afford good cover at 200 yards,
and scarcely a man knows how to take to pieces, and
"assemble" the mechanism of his rifle lock. These are
things that should be taught, instead of the everlasting
drill. A certain amount of drill is necessary, of course,
but it seems probable that in the near future more
attention will be given to instructing the men in a
thorough knowledge of the rifle, and judging distance.
These are perhaps the most important things for a
soldier to know. The rifles now in use by the
Queensland forces is the Martini-Enfield, which takes a
.303 cartridge. This is about the diameter of an
ordinary lead pencil. This weapon will send its
projectiles through 10 inches of solid teak wood at 500
yards, and its trajectory at that range is practically nil.
That is to say, that the bullet travels in a straight line
for about 500 yards. With the Martini-Henry, the
bullet, if fired at a mark 500 yards away, would be over
20ft. above the line of sight when it had travelled, say,
300 yards. Though armed with the best military rifle
extant, the majority of the men know next to nothing
about it. It is quite possible for a grain of sand to spoil
the working of a lock, but the men are not allowed to
interfere with it.
Thorough knowledge of the parts of the rifle should be
taught to every man of the Defence Force. It does not
require a very occult gift of prophecy to foretell that
the members of the various contingents will bring back
from South Africa a lot of "wrinkles" learned from the
Boers. The matter of taking cover will be one, no doubt,
and judging distance another. The infantry
accoutrements are unsuitable. The belt pouches are in
the way and very fatiguing to carry when full of
ammunition. Also, the ammunition is easily spilled
from them, especially when advancing by rushes. The
bandolier will have to be adopted for infantry, as well
as for mounted men. When lying down firing, it is very

awkward to get the cartridges out of the pouch, but
they are easily got at with the bandolier. Shelter trench
exercise seems to have been pretty well abandoned,
but the success of the Boers in such defensive
operations will probably stimulate that branch of
military knowledge into exercise in Queensland.
What is needed for defence of Queensland is that every
able-bodied man should be taught the use of a rifle;
that all State school boys should be taught drill and
encouraged to join Cadet Corps; that more
encouragement should be given to rifle clubs in the
way of increased capitation and free ammunition.
Harbour defences ought to be attended to – viz plenty
of heavy guns, increased enrolment of Garrison
Artillery, and submarine miners. And last, but not least,
keep up the Naval Brigades. The Field Artillery are very
smart fellows, but there is not the slightest doubt that
for defensive purposes they would be the most useless
of all corps we possess. Mounted Infantry are very
serviceable, but the ordinary infantry can be altered
into Mounted Infantry at a day's notice. Every other
male in Queensland can ride, and very little instruction
in section (mounted) drill and holding horses is needed.
With about two thirds of the population of Queensland
(white), the Boers were able to keep at bay a larger
army than any two combined Powers could bring
oversea to attack us. The only danger we have to fear
would be a filibustering expedition, and the danger of
that is remote, as their chance of getting away with
their plunder-if they got any-would be very remote
indeed while we keep true in our allegiance to the old
mother land-the Power " that rules the wave."

A Most Promising Corps
The
copies

hardback
of
the
CFSG(Q)
publication
“A
Most
Promising
Corps:
Citizen
Soldiers in Colonial
Queensland 18601903” have now all
sold. However, we
do have a number
of softcover copies.
These copies are
also stitched, not
just glued, and are
very robust. Good
value at $20 +p&p. Copies of all CFSG(Q) publications
can be purchased from our website:
http://qldcolonialforces.org

Battle of the Captains
The Rockhampton Company of the Queensland Rifle
Brigade was gazetted on 31 December 1860 and
progressed well despite a lack of monetary support. By
the end of 1862 the company had prospered with four
officers and 90 privates, though it shrank during the
following year to a total of 68 men. Bank manager and
police magistrate Robert Hoddle Driberg White was
elected captain of the Rockhampton Company, in
October 1864. The company was also known as ‘No. 3
Company’, in the numerical sequence of the
Queensland Volunteer Rifle Brigade. Captain White
commanded for a number of years, though there was
apparent dissatisfaction with his style. Sergeant Donald
Fraser was appointed first lieutenant and Sergeants
George O’Brien and George Thomas were promoted
second lieutenants at an election of junior officers
during Captain White’s absence held in April 1868.

Almost immediately petitions were taken up across
Rockhampton for the formation of another company.
Charles Dick, a local lawyer, was the instigator of
several meetings and was elected captain of a new
company gazetted in October 1868. The new unit was
known as No 4 Company.
On 10 November 1868, the Rockhampton Bulletin and
Central Queensland Advertiser published a poem that
recorded, tongue in cheek, the actions of the local
Volunteers.
BATTLE OF THE CAPTAINS.
Dedicated to the Rockhampton Volunteers.
Sir Robert, hight of Driberg!
By his mighty seat he swore,
That none besides himself should lead
Rockhampton’s sons to war!
By his mighty seat, he swore it.
For he marked each trysting day,
From east and west, and north and south –
The lads in white come trooping forth,
To swell young Dick's array.
"Shall I, who singly battled,
'Gainst odds of ten to one,
Who won the wreath of glory,
And got a noodle gun –
"Shall I sit down in quiet,
And see my fame reversed,
By base born clerks, and shopmen?
No – I’ll see them further first.
“Still are a few found faithful,
I’ll call them to the field,
And flood the streets In liquor,
E’er ever I will yield.

Some of the new officers and NCOs believed Captain
White was not attending to his military duties, and set
about gathering support to call for his resignation.
White chose to ignore a request in May for a meeting
to discuss his own resignation, and in June Lieutenant
Thomas called the meeting without him. When Captain
White learnt of this he wrote to Colonel O’Connell,
Commanding Officer of the Queensland Volunteer Rifle
Brigade, suggesting that the company should be
disbanded. The Acting Governor chose to act on the
Colonel’s advice and, at a parade on 11 August 1868,
Captain White announced that the services of the corps
had been dispensed with and all relevant commissions
cancelled.

"Ho! jaunty Jenkins, tune the fife!
Ho! Arnold, thump the drum!
Ho! Scrivener mine, on parchment fair,
Write thou the names that come.
"Ho, guardian of the wether!
Ho!, guider of the steer!
Turn your charges out to pasture,
Come on and have some beer!
"Let your clocks watch o'er your silver,
0 Jeweller of fame;
For jeweller, and chemist.
Alike must sign their name.
"Let striplings wield the pestle,
Maids hold the draper's stick,

For Robert, hight of Driberg!
Is marching against Dick."
But tho' Jenkins sweetly tootled,
Tho' Arnold whacked the drum,
Tho’ the knight blew his own trumpet,
The laggards would not come.
When Sir Robert saw the muster,
I fear he loud did swear,
He bent his knees beneath the blow,
But then he thought of prayer.
"Oh Jupiter O'Connell,
To whom our warriors pray,
Upon my marrow bones, I crave
Thy awful help to-day.
"Lend me the fearful arrows,
Of thy lightning-tipped goose quill.
Strike down the leaders of the ranks!
Who work thy suppliant ill.
"Oh! Jupiter O'Connell!
But do me this good turn,
Night and day - upon thy altar,
Shall Flattery's incense burn.
"Hear me, as erst the Pythian
Heard old Chryses' woe,
And, 'gainst the Greeks’ swell-booted,
Let twang his silver bow,
"And thus without a battle,
Shall I triumph o'er the foe;
When the leaders fall, the soldiers
Will melt away like snow."
The god snuffed up the incense,
His wrath began to swell;
But he spared the two chief leaders,
Because he loved them well.
Then he hurled the dreadful arrows,
While the town was wrapped in bed;
And at the dawn, each chieftain
Lay in his nightcap dead.
And a great fear and quaking,
Woke in each soldier's breast;
But Sir Robert curled his whiskers,
And donned his scarlet vest.

Quartermaster-Sergeant Lenehan
Anthony Lenehan joined A Company, Queensland
Scottish
Volunteer
Corps, towards
the end of
1890. He can
be seen in the
rear row of the
group
photograph,
standing to the
Officer's right.
That
photograph
was
taken
around 1894,
and Lenehan
had
been
promoted to
Orderly Room
Sergeant
in
June 1893.

The Queensland Scottish and the Queensland Irish
merged with the Queensland Rifles in 1896, and
Lenehan was appointed Orderly Room Sergeant for F
Company, 2nd (Queensland Scottish) Battalion of the
Queensland Rifles in November of that year.
By then the
Scottish
Company had
abandoned
the doublet
and kilt, and
wore
the
Queensland
Rifles uniform
but with red
facings.
Anthony
Lenehan
completed 10
years’ service
in 1900 and
was
still
Quartermaster at the 1902 Encampment.

Queensland versus New South Wales
In July 1879, the Queensland Rifle Association (QRA)
obtained details from their New South Wales
counterparts, that the International rifle match to be
held in Sydney that year, would use the service rifle of
NSW – the Alexander Henry rifle. The NSW Rifle
Association (NSWRA) came to this conclusion as there
were at least three different weapons being used as
service weapons in the colonies at that time. The

The QRA decided in September to send a 15-man team
to compete, ten competing with service rifles, provided
they could raise the funds to do so. This was the first
competition in which a Queensland team took part.
They applied to the NSWRA for the loan of the Henry
rifles, as Queensland was at that time introducing the
Martini-Henry as its new service rifle to replace the
Snider.
Twenty-five Henry rifles were
despatched by the Sydney
military authorities on the
steamer Coria on 20 October
1879. Three days later they
were unpacked and examined
by the Queensland Volunteer
Force
armourer,
William
Sweetman. Sweetman made a
detailed examination of each
weapon
and
noted
its
deficiencies in case there were
future claims of damage. Many
of the rifles had butt and foreends dented, and the majority
of cleaning rods were described
as ‘honeycombed’. The stock
was cracked on one, and
another showed evidence of
recent filing of the foresight. A
third could be fired from halfcock. All the rifles were marked
with the letters RA presumably
for
Rifle
Association - and numbered
consecutively from 1 to 25.

hosting association offered to lend prospective
competitors rifles to practice with prior to the
competition.

Only 13 of the rifles were issued
to prospective Queensland
competitors. These were to
Lieutenant AJ Thynne of A
Company,
and
Sergeants
Charles B Patten, James
Clacher, and James R Sankey,
and Privates JH Hamson and W
Curtis all of A Company. Private
Arthur Brooks of D Company
received one, as did Private C
Hazell and Private Thomas
Grimes of C Company, and
Private G Ramsay of B
Company.
Lieutenant
JB
Stanley and Sapper James
Lindsay of the Queensland
Volunteer Engineers, and Sergeant JE Hinton of No 1
Battery, Queensland Volunteer Artillery also signed for
an Alexander Henry rifle. Rifle practice began

immediately and within a few days the QRA, ten of the
competitors scoring between 80 and 84 out of 100 in
four test firings.

beforehand for every defended port and every
contemplated field of operation.

Despite being unfamiliar with the Alexander Henry,
the Queenslanders shot well in the competition and led
the scoring at the 500 yard targets but did less well at
600 yard, finally losing the match by just 11 points, 709
to 698. Lieutenant Stanley made the top score of 80
points. At another match shot between six men of
Queensland’s A Company and six of NSW’s No 1
Company, the Queenslanders proved victorious, and
Lieutenant Thynne also won a merchant’s prize in other
competitions.
Image source: QSA

Colonial Defence
Telegraph, 17 October 1898
A lecture on the principles of colonial defence was
delivered in the United Service Institution, on Saturday
evening, by Major J. J. Byron, Q.P.A. Commander
Leeper, R.N., presided, and there was a good
attendance of military and naval officers.
Major Byron, in his opening remarks, said it was
apparent that the principles of colonial defence were
not so well understood as they should be in a
community whose first and only line of defence
consisted of citizen soldiers. The reasons were that the
subject of defence had been too often not taken
seriously. The passing of the defence vote through the
Legislative Assembly was always
a matter of doubt, and every circumstance, however
trivial, that could be made use of as a peg on which to
hang an adverse criticism was eagerly seized. When the
public were more fully educated up to the question of
defence, it
would be recognised that the military department of
the colony was as essential as the means for the
administration of justice.
It was not generally known that a body of naval and
military experts of the highest standing existed, and
were entitled the Colonial Defence Committee. This
committee advised from time to time on the principles
which should be kept in view in dealing with questions
of defence. Where a colony was divided for purposes
of defence into several districts, each district should be
under an officer, appointed to its command. The
Colonial Defence Committee attached great
importance to the assimilation of the troops in
adjacent colonies. Better general results had been
obtained where the bulk of colonial forces were
partially paid than where the entirely voluntary system
was adopted. In those colonies where armed police
were maintained, they should be liable to serve against
foreign aggression as well as for the maintenance of
internal order. Definite arrangements for supply
transport and medical services should be made

This invitation to attend the lecture was issued to the
Queensland Premier, sometimes styled the ‘Prime Minister’,
the Honorable James R Dickson.
Source: QSA

Great importance was attached to combined training
in camps of exercise and in rehearsal of the approved
scheme of defence. In all colonies a sufficient reserve
of uniform, equipment, harness, saddlery, and stores
for at least the full strength of the war establishment
of all arms of the colonial force should either be kept in
store, or there should be some means provided for its
rapid supply by local manufacture.
In conclusion, the lecturer said it should be thoroughly
realised that we are, in the opinion of the highest
authorities, liable to a raid from a force of a few
thousand men. Such a force would severely tax our
military preparations. Such being the case a sufficient
force should at all times be available to provide that
sense of security so necessary to the proper
development of a new country. At the conclusion a
vote of thanks to the lecturer was carried with
acclamation.

Gayundah logbook online

A page from the logbook of the Queensland gunboat Gayundah for 1 November 1899, the day of the departure of
the 1st Queensland Contingent to the war in South Africa. The log records Gayundah departing Brisbane on that
afternoon and proceeding to Pinkenba where it anchored. The entry for 5:10pm reads: “Cheered the Queensland
Contingent on board of the Cornwall then proceeded up river.”
Now online at the National Australian Archives.
Source: NAA: SP551/1, BUNDLE 219 PART 1/1

is the living history component of the Colonial Forces
Study Group (Q) Inc. We aspire to create authentic
vignettes of 19th century life, both civilian and military,
in colonial Queensland. Our impressions are based
upon authenticated primary source research, and
careful analysis of historical information.
Living history is all about telling stories
- often quite simple ones - about what
happened here where we live. Beyond
being as authentic and accurate as we
possibly can, we also aim to enjoy our
activities and have fun.

At 19th Century
Queensland
we
recognise
that
although age does
weary
you,
it
doesn't mean you
are ready to be put
out to pasture.
The
Queensland
Defence Force Staff
offers aging but
active males with an interest in local military or naval
history, the opportunity to be part of a friendly 19th
century living history group with a strong background
in authenticity. We can lead you to a more relaxed and
believable living history impression.
We also have active impressions of the Queensland
Scottish Volunteer Corps, the Queensland Marine
Defence Force, and the Brisbane Engineers. We are
also looking at portraying the artisans and mechanics
of the Field Telegraph Section – part of the Submarine
Miners from Fort Lytton.

Many of our members are clothed and equipped to
display elements of Queensland society in the late
1880s and early 1890s, though we do intend to be able
to depict from 1859 to1901. Living history can be a
family activity, and accurate roles can usually be found
for anybody. We are always seeking new members for
our group to help tell our stories.
19th Century Queensland maintains its own website at
www.19thcenturyqueensland.org and has an active
Facebook page.

If living history or re-enactment
isn’t your thing, but military
history is, by joining the
Colonial Forces Study Group
(Queensland)
you
can
develop your interests, learn
new skills, and help record the
military and naval history of
colonial Queensland, 1860 - 1901.

We have also started a combined 19CQ and CFSG(Q)
blog, which you may choose to read at
http://www.colonialforces.blogspot.com.au/

We’re a small, friendly group with a good record of
publications and a desire to do more. Search for us on
Facebook, or have a look at our publications list and
our on-line articles:
http://qldcolonialforces.org/researching-queenslandmilitary/publications
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